	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held in Chamberlin Hall
 on Wednesday, 9th May, 2018 at 7.30pm



             
	 
In attendance:

	Councillors:
	R Taylor (Chairman)
P Hutchings & A Hubbard


	Also Present:                          
	  D Blackburn (Clerk)
   


The Chairman, Councillor R Taylor, welcomed everyone to the meeting.




	
C01/18/19     
	
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

It was AGREED: That Councillor R Taylor be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for the municipal year 2018/19.


	
C02/18/19     
	
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

It was AGREED: That Councillor A Guttridge be elected Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the municipal year 2018/19.


	
C03/18/19     

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Bullen, D Dempsey & A Guttridge, County Councillor R Lindsay and District Councillor M Creffield. 


	
C04/18/19     
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Chamberlin Hall Management Committee – Councillor Hutchings
 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard & Taylor; and
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillor Taylor


	
C05/18/19     	
	
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were none.


	
C06/18/19     
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 11th April, 2018 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.




	
C07/18/19     
	
APPOINTMENTS TO LEAD ROLES AND OUTSIDE BODIES

	 It was AGREED: That the following appointments be made for the ensuing year:
	
	Area of Responsibility
	Role
	Councillor

	Burials & Cemetery
	Lead
	A Hubbard

	Footpaths
	Lead
	D Dempsey

	Planning Matters
	Lead
	A Guttridge

	Roads and Traffic
	Lead
	P Bullen

	Street Lights
	Lead
	A Guttridge

	Wattisham Airfield Liaison
	Lead
	P Bullen

	Parochial Church Council
	Contact 
	R Lester

	TON Class Liaison Officer
	Contact
	Clerk

	Chamberlin Hall Mgt Committee & Playground
	Nominee
	P Hutchings

	King’s Pightle Mgt Committee
	Nominee
	R Lester

	Sportsfield Mgt Committee
	Nominee
	D Dempsey


* T
( Note: Where nominations are made to outside bodies, the nominee’s primary duty is to act in the interests of that body, if they are serving in a position of management or control. They should also avoid potential conflicts of interest when matters relating to the affairs of the outside body are brought before meetings of the Parish Council. There are no such requirements in respect of Lead Roles or Contacts).


	
C08/18/19     
		
DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

 There were no reports on this occasion.
 

	
C09/18/19     

	
UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES (UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF OTHER BODIES)

Councillor Hutchings reported that the AGM of the Chamberlin Hall Management would be held on Thursday, 14th June, 2018 at 7.30pm. The 1940’s Dance Night had been successful and the Comedy Production well-received. There had been 120 tickets sold for the event and Councillor Hutchings paid tribute to everyone who helped to make the event possible. Following the payment of the Big Band and other expenses, it was forecast that over £1200 would be made on the evening to support Chamberlin Hall.

There had been a joint meeting held between representatives of Chamberlin Hall Management Committee and the Parish Council and an update was given by the Clerk.

Councillor Hubbard reported that there were no signs of new moles at the Sportsfield following the engagement of Command Pest Control earlier in the year.


	
C10/18/19     
	
PARISH COUNCIL AMENITIES

Further to Minute C190/17/18, Councillor Hubbard would take steps to remove loose render from the inside of the Clock Tower shortly.

Councillor Taylor gave an update on the electrical installation at the Clock Tower. A site inspection had shown that the Parish Council’s proposals were technically feasible.

Councillor Taylor referred to the need to progress the cleaning of the War Memorial ahead of Remembrance in November and Councillor Hubbard undertook to obtain specialist advice.

It was noted that the deadline had past for the additional position of Maintenance Operative.


It was AGREED: 

a. That the Clerk contacts the applicants concerning the interview arrangements for the additional post of Maintenance Operative;
b. That the Selection Panel comprises Councillors Guttridge and Hutchings; and
c. That the Clerk be authorised, in consultation with the Selection Panel, to make the appointment and confirm the terms and conditions of the post.


	
C11/18/19     

	
CLERK’S REPORT   

The Clerk referred to a letter received from a local parishioner about a recent planning application thanking the Parish Council for its guidance in respect of the planning process.

The Clerk reported on the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25th April, 2018 and Members of the Parish Council discussed a request made by a parishioner, that the Police and Crime Commissioner be alerted to the growing level of crime in rural communities and the apparent absence of community policing in villages such as Bildeston.

It was AGREED: That an open letter be written to the Police and Crime Commissioner for Suffolk on behalf of the community of Bildeston, highlighting concerns about increases in the level of crime locally, the lack of response from the Police to reports of burglary and theft and the lack of a credible police presence in local communities.


	
C12/18/19     

	
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2017/18

The Clerk reported on the Annual Governance Statement, and Members of the Parish Council considered the authorisations that were required, item by item. It was noted that the Parish Council had previously reviewed internal control and risk management arrangements at the meeting held on 14th March, 2018 (Minute C178/17/18 refers). The Parish Council’s compliance with the provisions of the Transparency Code was discussed and further actions considered to improve the content of the Bildeston website, over and above the provisions of the Code.

Members of the Parish Council discussed with the Clerk the Annual Accounting Statements focussing upon variances in payments and receipts in comparison with the previous financial year. There was also a discussion about the composition of the Parish Council’s reserves including the General Fund and designated reserves. The closing balance at year end was £20,625.06. This was higher than in the previous year, principally because of the settlement of all accounts relating to the Parish Council’s action for Judicial Review, the receipt of Community Infrastructure Levy funding and receipt of monies for the Sportsfield from the Henry Morphew bequest, which were all one-off receipts.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the Parish Council confirms that it has reviewed and approved:

i.   The copy of section 1 of the annual return relating to the annual governance statement; and
ii.  The copy of section 2 of the annual return relating to the annual accounting statement.
	 
b. That the Clerk submits to the internal auditor, the Parish Council’s Internal Control and Accounting records and the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2017/18, and upon completion of the review of the Parish Council’s procedures, the internal auditor’s report be presented to a subsequent meeting;
c. That the Clerk submits to the external auditor, the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2017/18, details of significant variances for 2017/18, the bank reconciliation for year ended 31st March 2018 and a copy of the internal auditor’s report; and
d. That the Clerk advertises the notice of electors’ rights to inspect the accounts.

	
C13/18/19














	
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS AND OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS 
  
It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised:


	
	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	
	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	£163.06

	
	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£63.40

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£22.00

	
	Mid Suffolk District Council
	Bin Emptying
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£150.00

	
	Command Pest Control
	Mole Treatment
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£102.00

	
	

	
C14/18/19








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

	[bookmark: _Hlk511294508]Reference 
	DC/18/01645

	Address 
	Bentons, Wattisham Road, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7JR

	Proposal 
	Householder Application - Erection of courtyard extension and wall following demolition of existing

	Representation
	No objection



	Reference 
	DC/18/01539

	Address 
	Friars Cottage 3 Duke Street Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EW

	Proposal 
	Trees in a Conservation Area Notification - Reduce the crown height by 2-2.5m and prune the lateral spread to shape; Crown clean by removing deadwood and rubbing/crossing branches on 1 no. Apple tree (T1)

	Representation
	No objection



	Reference 
	DC/17/04982

	Address 
	68 Brooksfield Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EJ

	Proposal 
	Householder Application - Installation of Grant domestic Oil Boiler and Flue to eve height to remove the products of combustion.

	Representation
	No objection, subject to no objections/representations being submitted by neighbours



Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

	Reference 
	B/15/01628
	

	Address 
	Bildeston Baptist Church, Duke Street, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EW
	

	Proposal 
	Discharge of Conditions for Application B/15/01628- Condition 3 (Fenestration) (Resubmission
of DC/17/05052)
	

	Decision
	Refusal of permission to amend condition
	Granted




	
C15/18/19
	
PUBLIC SESSION   

There were no matters raised.

	
C16/18/19


	
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Hubbard had received reports of fires being lit at Coronation Playground. The consensus was that the matter should be investigated and kept under review. A report of bins overflowing on the site would be passed to the Parish Council’s Maintenance Operative to review and take appropriate action.

A request had been received from one local parishioner that a “Children Playing Sign” should be erected at the entrance of Rotheram Road. The matter would be reported to the County Council for their views.

The meeting closed at 8.58pm.


Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………






